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Art Unit: 3637 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hamilton. 
Hamilton teaches a walker (Fig. 1) comprising: a first U-shaped member (12) with a first 
front leg (15) and first rear leg (16), a second U-shaped member (13) with a second 
front leg (15) and a second rear leg (16), a cross member (22,23) joining the front legs, 
a first castor (21 ) rotatably attached on the first front leg and facing the second front leg 
and a second castor (21 ) rotatably attached on the second front leg and facing the first 
front leg. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gamm. 
Gamm teaches a walker (Fig. 1) comprising: a first U-shaped member (12) with a first 
front leg (14) and first rear leg (15), a second U-shaped member (13) with a second 
front leg (14) and a second rear leg (15), a cross member (19) joining the front legs, a 
first castor (35) rotatably attached on the first front leg and facing the second front leg 
and a second castor (35) rotatably attached on the second front leg and facing the first 
front leg. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hamilton 
in view of Shaffer et al. As stated above, Hamilton teaches the limitations of claim 1 
including castors on the front legs of the walker. Hamilton further teaches axial 
members (24) extending through the castors and into the legs. However, Hamilton fails 
to teach that the members are bolts and that these bolts are inserted into screw bosses. 
Shaffer teaches castors having axial bolts (44) extending there through and through 
screw bosses (44). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the attachment of the castor/leg structure of Hamilton by 
using an alternate means , i.e. using axial bolts and screw bosses there between, such 
as is taught by Shaffer, instead of the members presently used, since these means are 
functional equivalents and it appears that either means would work equally well 
between the legs and castors. Furthermore, the screw bosses of Shaffer would help 
provide a reinforced connection between the castors/legs and bolts. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hamilton 
in view of Shaffer et al as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Harper. As 
stated above, Hamilton in view of Shaffer teaches the limitations of claims 1 and 2 
including front legs on the walker. Hamilton in view of Shaffer fails to teach that the 
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front legs have a lower bracket and upper bracket thereon for holding a cane. Harper 
teaches a frame (Fig. 1 ) having a cane holder (70) thereon. The holder comprising a 
lower bracket (77) with a base and an annular flange and an upper bracket (78) with a 
resilient C-clip. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the walker of Hamilton in view of Shaffer by adding upper and 
lower brackets, such as the brackets taught by Harper, on one of the front legs, to 
provide a place on the walker to hold a cane, umbrella, etc. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hamilton 
in view of Harper. As stated above, Hamilton teaches the limitations of claim 1 including 
front legs on the walker. Hamilton fails to teach that the front legs have a lower bracket 
and upper bracket thereon for holding a cane. Harper teaches a frame (Fig. 1) having a 
cane holder (70) thereon. The holder comprising a lower bracket (77) with a base and 
an annular flange and an upper bracket (78) with a resilient C-clip. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the walker 
of Hamilton by adding upper and lower brackets, such as the brackets taught by Harper, 
on one of the front legs, to provide a place on the walker to hold a cane, umbrella, etc. 

4 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gamm in 
view of Harper. As stated above, Gamm teaches the limitations of claim 1 including 
front legs on the walker. Gamm fails to teach that the front legs have a lower bracket 
and upper bracket thereon for holding a cane. Harper teaches a frame (Fig. 1) having a 
cane holder (70) thereon. The holder comprising a lower bracket (77) with a base and 
an annular flange and an upper bracket (78) with a resilient C-clip. It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the walker 
of Gamm by adding upper and lower brackets, such as the brackets taught by Harper, 
on one of the front legs, to provide a place on the walker to hold a cane, umbrella, etc. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hamilton in view of Harper. Hamilton teaches a walker (Fig. 1) comprising: a first U- 
shaped member (12) with a first front leg (15) and first rear leg (16), a second U-shaped 
member (13) with a second front leg (15) and a second rear leg (16), a cross member 
(22,23) joining the front legs, a first castor (21 ) rotatably attached on the first front leg 
and facing the second front leg and a second castor (21 ) rotatably attached on the 
second front leg and facing the first front leg. Hamilton fails to teach that the front legs 
have a lower bracket and upper bracket thereon for holding a cane. Harper teaches a 
frame (Fig. 1) having a cane holder (70) thereon. The holder comprising a lower 
bracket (77) with a base and an annular flange and an upper bracket (78) with a 
resilient C-clip. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the walker of Hamilton by adding upper and lower brackets, 
such as the brackets taught by Harper, on one of the front legs, to provide a place on 
the walker to hold a cane, umbrella, etc. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gamm in view of Harper. Gamm teaches a walker (Fig. 1 ) comprising: a first U-shaped 
member (12) with a first front leg (14) and first rear leg (15), a second U-shaped 
member (13) with a second front leg (14) and a second rear leg (15), a cross member 
(19) joining the front legs, a first castor (35) rotatably attached on the first front leg and 
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facing the second front leg and a second castor (35) rotatably attached on the second 
front leg and facing the first front leg. Gamm fails to teach that the front legs have a 
lower bracket and upper bracket thereon for holding a cane. Harper teaches a frame 
(Fig. 1) having a cane holder (70) thereon. The holder comprising a lower bracket (77) 
with a base and an annular flange and an upper bracket (78) with a resilient C-clip. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the walker of Gamm by adding upper and lower brackets, such as the brackets 
taught by Harper, on one of the front legs, to provide a place on the walker to hold a 
cane, umbrella, etc. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janet M. Wilkens whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (703) 308-2486. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Wilkens 

December 1 2, 2004 



JANET M. WILKENS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



